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Iopozue konnezu, ysaxcaemas /lio6oss HukonaesHa,
yeaxcaemole yuacmHuku KoHgepeHyuu!

[To3BosbTE MHE OT MMEHM CJIOBALIKOTO IIpeficeaTe/bCcTBa Buierpanckon
TPYTIIbI To6arogapuTh Buterpagckuii meHTp Muctutyta EBpomnsr Poccuii-
CKOJi aKaJieM HayK 3a OpraHM3aluio CerogHsIIHel HayuHo KOH(pepeHInN.

Ee Tema, Ha Mot B3I, Togo6paHa BecbMa yaauHo. TpuanatuieTe
«bapxaTHOTO Pa3BOJa» M CAMOCTOSITENIbHON JKM3HM IBYX HOBBIX PeCITyOImK
IaeT BO3MOXHOCTb TIOCMOTPETh Ha COOBITUSI B TOTAAIIHel YeX0ocJI0BaKUm
C IUCTAaHLVM BPeMeHU.

Llesnb KoHbepeHIUM — MOCMOTPETh U JaJiblile — KaK pa3BUBAINUCh B3a-
umooTHoeHus Cinosakun 1 Yexuu nocie 1993 ropa, Kakyro IMHAMUKY Ha-
6upany 06a rocygapcTsa B MOMUTIKE, 5KOHOMUKE U COLMAIbHO-KYJIbTYPHOM
061acTy, KaK HOBbIE TOCYApPCTBA MOBJIMSIIM HA MPOIECCH B pernoHe LleH-
TpaJIbHOJ EBpOIBI M KaK pa3BMBajach X BHELIHS ITONIUTUKA.

Cpe[u y9aCTHMKOB CETOIHSIIHEN KOH(MEPEHIIMY eCTh HACTOSIIME CIIeIV-
QJIVCTBI 110 3TUM Te€MaM, II03TOMY S OTPAHUYYCh JIVIIIh HECKOIbKMMY KOPOT-
KMMM KOMMEHTapUsIMM MOET'O BOCITPUSITHS TEX ITPOIIECCOB.

o Ha Mot B35/, 66T IPOEKT «UexX0Ca0BaKMsI», KOTOPbI 3apOAICS
BO BpeMs IlepBoii MMPOBO BOWHBI U cuMTascs ycremHsiM. O6a Hapoga
COXPaHUM CBOIO UAEHTUYHOCTh U BMECTe C IPYTMMMU HALlMOHATbHOCTSIMMU,
MIPOKMBAIONIMMM Ha ee TePPUTOPUM, IOCTPOMIIM Pa3BUTOe rocydapcTBo. He
MOKeM OTPUIIATh U TO, UYTO Y UeX0oCJI0BaKMUM ObIIM U c/labble MecTa — 0CO-
60ii axWJIJIeCOBOII TSATO OBLT HAIIMOHAJIbHBIN Bompoc. [IpobaeMy paBHO-
IIpaBMs YeXO0B M CJIOBAKOB YaCTUYHO YCTpaHMIa Gemepannsaiys CTPaHbI
B 1969 romy. HeckoJbKO JII060TBITHBIX (PAKTOB Ha 9TOT CUET I HeAABHO ITPOUM-
Tan — B 1964 ropy cucteMa BHeNIHel TOProsin Yexo10Bakuy HaCUUThIBaja
17.171 cotpymHmuKa, U3 HUX 6bUIO JINIIE 79 CJIOBAKOB, CChUTASICh HA HEJIOCTATOK
KBanMPUUIMpPOBaHHbBIX KaapoB B CiioBakuu. Ha TOT ske apryMeHT CChLIaINCh U
B uexocioBanikom MHU/le B 1968 rony, oTBeuasi Ha BOIIPOC, moyemy 13 96 mo-
CJIOB TOJTBKO 7 SIBJISITIOCH CJIOBAKaMi, U TO B OTAAJ€HHBIX CTPaHaX, Kak ['BUHesI,
Tan3zanus niu JInus...

e BakHO TakKe J00ABUTh, UTO HEOJIATOMPUSITHbIE BHEIIHIME 06CTOS-
TeJbCTBA C CAMOI'0 Havajia CyIleCTBOBAHMS roCygapCcTBa MpersiTCTBOBAIN
MOCTYIATeIbHOMY Pa3BUTUIO CTPAHBI.

o Paccka3biBast 0 IpUUYMHAX pasmeneHus YexocJ0Bakuu, 1 00bIUHO
B CMJIBHO YIIPOILIEHHBI (popMe 06bSICHSIO, UTO JTMUIEPbI ITapJaMeHTCKUX BbI-
60poB 1992 roma B Yexuu 1 CI0BaKUM He HALIUTM OOLINIA ITyTh 9KOHOMMUYECKO
TpaHchopmanyy. Takoit TpaHchopmalum, KOTopast IpuBeJeT K CKopeiiemy

5

BULWETPAOCKAS EBPOMMA. N2 2.2023



J1. Pezak. MNpuBeTCTBUE YHACTHUKAM KOHDEPEHLMM. ..

uyjeHCTBY B EBporeiickoM coobiectBe. Bamas Kiayc 6611 CTOPOHHUKOM
paguKalbHO OBICTPBIX ITepeMeH, Bragumup Meubsp mpeanounTan Couyaib-
HO OPMEHTUPOBaHHbIE PeOPMBI, UTO BBITEKAIO TAKKE U3 MHOW CTPYKTYPbI
CJI0BAIIKOI 9KOHOMMKM. V3-3a MaTOBOV CUTYyalluM OHU PelliuaU Pa3aenanuThb
dbenepanyio — 6e3 pedepeHmymMa, KOTOPbIN BPsiI, i 6bUT ObI YCITEITHBIM, HO
3aTO KOHCTUTYIMOHHBIM, MUPHBIM CIIOCOOOM.

» IIpouecc pa3geneHus, eCTeCTBeHHO, ObLT He IJIaJKUM, HO Ha GoHe
IPYTUX Ae3VHTETPAIMOHHBIX IPOIECCOB TOTO BpEMEHM, IIPEsKe BCETO B ObIB-
mett FOrociaBum, OH CTaa MPUMEPOM TOTO, KaK MOXXHO MEHSITh I'PaHUIIbI
rocygapCTBa MUPHBIM, ITPABOBBIM CITOCOOOM, OCTABJISISI OTHOIIEHUS MEXKIY
CTpaHaMM ¥ HapoJaMy Ha BICOKOM YPOBHE COTpyaHMUecTBa. UTo emé m060-
MBITHO, TaK 3TO (aKT, YTO 06e SKOHOMUYECKME MOMEJN, CTaBIIMe TPUINHO
paspenenust YexocmoBakuu, mpuseau u Yexnio, u CIIOBaKUIO K WIEHCTBY B EB-
pocotose B 2004 romy. Ha aTux JHSIX Mbl, KCTaTH, TIpas3aHoOBaau Takke 20-meTne
TOAIMCaHMsI coramennii o pacmpennyu EC Ha camvuTe B AQuHax, KOTopoe
BKJTIOUAJIO U CTpaHbI Buiierpazckoi 4eTBepKN.

e Bumierpan, u 3mech 9TO yMeCTHO BCTIOMHUTh — TaKKe ofgHa 13 Gpopm
pPEeTMOHaIbHOTO COTPYAHMUECTBA, KOTOpAasl MIOMOI/Ia MPeofoieTh OTpulia-
TeJIbHbIE IOC/IeICTBUS pasfesieHns YexocaoBaku. Bulerpaackas yeTBepka
YCIIEIHO HaBOIUT MOCTBI — (DM3NUeCKye U TICUXOJIOTUYECKIe MEXKITY Hapo-
IaMu yeTbipeXx ctpaH LleHTpanbHO EBporbl. U Borpeku He Bceraa 61aromnpu-
SITHOJ KOH'BbIOHKTYpE OHa MPOJ0KaeT UrPaTh CBOIO MOJIOXKUTENbHYIO POJIb
IUISI BCEX €€ UJIeHOB. B 9T0J CBSI3M MbI BBICOKO IIEHUM TaKKe HayUHYI0 paboTy
Bumierpaackoro meHTpa B MoCKBe 1 0COOEHHO ero 3aBeayiolieii — JIto60BU
HukonaeBHbsl llInienHoi, HACTOSIET0 3HATOKA peayinit HAalllUX CTPaH.

e HecmoTps Ha onpemeneHHOE U BIIOJHE eCTeCTBEHHOE B3aMMHOE OT-
YyKAeHMe YeX0B U CJI0BaKOB B TeueHMe mpouiefummnx 30 JeT caMoCTOSITeNb-
HOCTM, HaIll OTHOIIIEHYS IIPOAOJIKAIOT ObITh OU€Hb TECHBIMM BO BCeX cdepax
corpynunuectsa. [Tocie pacnaga demeparu yum u po6ieMbl, CBSI3aHHbIE
C yIIpeKaMy TUIIa, KTO 3a KOTO OO0JIbIlle JOTIAYMBAET, KTO JKMBET Ha el CUerT,
KTO MTPUTIOI3ET Ha KOJIEHSIX MMPOCUTHCS 06pPaTHO B 061Iiee TOCyAapCTBo (a Bellb
¥ TaKoe OBIBAJIO), HAIIIM MEKTOCYAAapCTBEHHbIE, a TAKKE UeI0OBeYeCcKie KOH-
TaKThl KAUECTBEHHO 3aMeTHO YAydIInauch. OHU CTaJIM paBHOMPABHBIMU U
MO-HaCTOSIIeMY APYKeCKMMU, U COIO3HMUECKMMMU. Hamu myTu pa3BuTus,
MPOBOAVIMAsI BHYTPEHHSISI ¥ BHENTHSIS TIOJIUTYKA He BCerja MoJHOCThIO CO-
BIAJAI0T, HO 9TO He SIBJISIETCS IPErpajioif K TOMY, YTOObI MbI M CETOIHS MOT-
JI C YBEPEHHOCTbhIO 3asIBUTh, YTO OTHOIIIeHUsT HapoAoB Yexuu u CloBakuu,
BOIIPEKYM UCTOPUMU C pasfiejieHneM OOIIero rocyjapcTaa, MpoIo/iKalT ObITh
6paTCKMMM, BO BCEX BBITEKAIOIIVX M3 3TOTO CJI0OBA CMbIC/IAX.
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I'ubomir REHAK
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Slovakia to Russia

Greetings to the Participants
of the Conference Dedicated
to the 30th Anniversary
of Czechia and Slovakia

Dear colleagues, dear Lyubov Nikolaevna,
dear participants of the conference!

Let me, on behalf of the Slovak Chairmanship of the Visegrad Group,
thank the Visegrad Center of the Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy
of Sciences for organizing today’s scientific conference.

In my opinion, you tackled a very important topic. The 30th anniversa-
ry of the “velvet divorce” and the independent life of the two new republics
makes it possible to look at the events in then Czechoslovakia with the benefit
of hindsight.

The purpose of the conference is to look further at how relations between
Slovakia and the Czech Republic developed after 1993, what dynamics were
gained by both states in politics, economy and the socio-cultural field, how
the new states influenced the processes in the Central European region and
how their foreign policy developed.

There are real experts on these topics among the participants of today’s
conference, so I will limit myself to just a few short comments on my percep-
tion of those processes.
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« In my opinion, the project “Czechoslovakia”, born during the First
World War, was successful. Both peoples retain their identity and, together
with other nationalities living on its territory, built a developed state. We
cannot deny that Czechoslovakia also had weak points — the national ques-
tion was especially an Achilles’ heel. The problem of equality of Czechs and
Slovaks was partially eliminated by the federalization of the country in 1969.
I recently read some interesting facts on this issue — in 1964, the foreign
trade system of Czechoslovakia had 17,171 employees, of which there were
only 729 Slovaks, referring to the lack of qualified personnel in Slovakia. The
same argument was also referred to in the Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry in
1968, when answering the question why out of 96 ambassadors only 7 were
Slovaks, and all of them in distant countries like Guinea, Tanzania or Libya...

» It is also important to add that unfavorable external circumstances
from the very beginning of the existence of the state hindered the linear de-
velopment of the country.

» When talking about the reasons for the division of Czechoslovakia
I usually explain in a highly simplified form, that the leaders of the 1992
parliamentary elections in the Czech Republic and Slovakia did not find a
common path for economic transformation. A transformation that would
have lead to an early membership in the European Community. Vaclav Klaus
was a supporter of radical rapid changes, Vladimir Mec¢iar preferred socially
oriented reforms, respecting a different structure of the Slovak economy.
Because of the stalemate, they decided to divide the federation — without a
referendum, which would hardly have been successful, but in a constitution-
al, peaceful way.

e The dissolution process was naturally not smooth, but against the
background of other disintegration processes of the time, primarily in the
former Yugoslavia, it became an example of how you can change the borders
of states in a peaceful, legal way, leaving relations between countries and
peoples at a high level of cooperation. What is also curious is the fact that
both economic models that led to the division of Czechoslovakia, led both the
Czech Republic and Slovakia to join the European Union in 2004. These days,
by the way, we were also celebrating the 20th anniversary of the signing all
the treaties on EU enlargement in Athens, which included the countries of the
Visegrad Four.

» At this point it is worth underlining that Visegrad is also one of the
forms of regional cooperation that helped to overcome the negative conse-
quences of the division of Czechoslovakia. The Visegrad Four successfully
build bridges — physical and psychological — between the peoples of the four
countries of Central Europe. Despite the situation not always being favorable,
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it continues to play a positive role for all its members. In this regard, we also
highly appreciate the scientific work from the Visegrad center in Moscow, and
especially its head, Lyubov Nikolaevna Shishelina, a real connoisseur of the
realities of our countries.

Despite a certain and quite natural mutual alienation of Czechs and
Slovaks during the past 30 years of independence, our relations continue to
be very close in all areas of cooperation. During the times of the federation’s
dissolving, we faced accusations such as; who allegedly paid more of the com-
mon bill, who lived at whose expense and who would crawl on his knees to
humbly ask a return to a common state, which was also happening. Since then,
our interstate, but also interpersonal contacts have noticeably improved qual-
itatively. They became equal and truly friendly relations of allies. Our devel-
opment paths, our domestic and foreign policies do not always fully coincide.
This is not an obstacle to us today being able to declare with confidence that
the relations among the peoples of the Czech Republic and Slovakia, despite
the history of the dissolution of a common state, continue to be truly fraternal,
in all the meanings of this word.
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